
Considering
Another 

Pet?
The Multi-Pet Household

W H AT  A B O U T  K I T T E N S  A N D 
P U P P I E S ?

Never leave a puppy alone with an adult dog until you 
are sure the puppy isn’t at risk of being injured 
(accidentally or intentionally) by the adult dog. Most 
dogs set limits with a growl or snarl, but some will 
respond with more aggressive behaviour. Be sure your 
older dog gets plenty of attention and some quiet time 
away from the puppy. A kitten may need to be kept 
separate from an energetic or young dog until she is 
fully grown.

H O W  LO N G  W I L L  I T  TA K E  F O R  M Y 
P E T S  TO  G E T  A LO N G ?

The time required will vary, depending on the number 
and nature of your animals. The important thing is to 
take things slowly. If, however, the introductions result in 
aggressive behaviour, or aggressive behaviour doesn’t 
stop, consult your veterinarian or an animal behaviour 
specialist.
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H O W  M A N Y  I S  TO O  M A N Y ?

Bringing another pet into your home requires a 
substantial adjustment on the part of current 
residents, both animal and human. To avoid the       
challenges that come with too many, or 
incompatible, pets, consider these questions:
•	 What do the City bylaws allow?
•	 Is every member of the household committed 

to the thought of multiple pets? Will your current 
pet benefit from a new addition? Think about your 
current pet’s temperament and needs. If your pet 
has shown dominance behaviour, introducing a 
new pet would probably not be wise. An older pet 
could be invigorated, or drained, by a new pet — 
for instance, an arthritic cat might not appreciate 
being pounced on by an energetic kitten. 

•	 Can you afford another pet? Twice the pets 
means twice the expense! 

•	 Do you have time for another pet? You will have 
to meet your pets’ emotional as well as physical 
needs. 

•	 Do you have space for another pet? Will you, or 
your pets, feel crowded? Many multi-pet house-
holds discover, too late, that there is a limit to the 
number of pets that the animals, as a group, can 
tolerate. Sometimes, adding just one more kitten 
can throw your whole house into turmoil, as cats 
are territorial creatures. 

•	 Will the new pet feel comfortable in your home? 
Try to envision how the new pet might feel. If you 
have an energetic dog, a small kitten might be 
afraid. A bird, even in a cage, may be stressed by a 
cat’s constant surveillance! 

•	 Is it a good time for you to add another pet? If 
you are expecting any major changes in your life, 
such as a move or a new baby, now is probably 
not the best time to introduce a new pet. 

•	 What will you do if difficulties arise? If your 
current pet is territorial, if the new pet is skittish, if 
you find yourself without enough time, will you still 
work toward a solution? Introducing a new pet is a 
lifetime commitment. 

H O W  S H O U L D  I  I N T R O D U C E  A 
N E W  D O G ?

Introduce dogs to each other in neutral territory like a 
park, using praise and treats to let the dogs experience 
good things in each other’s presence. Let them 
investigate each other, but stay alert for signs of 
aggression. If you already have two or more dogs at 
home, it’s probably best to introduce them 
separately. Once all dogs have been introduced and 
seem to tolerate each other without signs of aggression 
or fear for an hour, take them home. Let the dogs drag 
their leashes in the house for the first few days, so you 
can safely intervene in case they fight. Extra 
supervision is required when you take two or more dogs 
out together, since two or more dogs are a pack and 
may bully other dogs at the park. 

W H AT  C A N  I  D O  TO 
S U CC E S S F U L LY  I N T R O D U C E  A 
N E W  P E T  TO  M Y  OT H E R  P E T S ?

•	 Make sure all of your pets are neutered or spayed. 
Neutering or spaying greatly reduces territorial 
behaviour and many types of aggression. 

•	 Take your new pet to the veterinarian for a       
thorough check-up to avoid exposing your current 
pets to disease. 

•	 Make sure each pet has his own food and water 
dish. A separate litter box for each cat is also a 
good idea. 

•	 If your multiple-pet household will include cats 
and dogs, make sure the cat’s food and litter box 
are inaccessible to the dog. 

•	 Take the time to properly introduce the new pet. 
Initially segregate your new pet to allow him to    
adjust to your home and monitor him for illness; 
then allow your pets to get to know each other.

I S  H AV I N G  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  P E T 
A  G O O D  I D E A ?

Given the right resources, a multiple-pet household can 
be a positive experience for you and your pets. Sharing 
the house with another animal allows pets to use their 
natural, instinctive behaviour, communicating in their 
own language. Multiple cats and/or dogs can keep 
each other company while you’re out of the house, as 
well.

H O W  S H O U L D  I  I N T R O D U C E  A 
N E W  C AT ?

Cats are territorial, so introduce your new cat 
gradually. Keep the new cat confined to one room, with 
a litter box. Accustom the cats to each other’s scents 
by switching sleeping blankets, or rubbing the cats with 
the same towel. Once the new cat seems at home, 
switch the cats, confining the resident cats and 
allowing the new cat to explore the house. Return the 
cats to their original parts of the house, propping open 
the door just enough for the cats to see each other. 
Once the cats seem to tolerate each other, open the 
door. Mild protests (hissing, growling) from either cat 
are to be expected, but if behaviour starts to intensify 
(fighting), separate the cats and start over again. You 
may have to repeat this behaviour daily for a week or 
more. 

Use the same procedure to introduce a cat and dog, 
ensuring that the first meetings are closely supervised. 
With your dog on a leash, allow the cat to explore your 
home. Reward your dog’s positive behaviour with 
rewards and treats. Until you’re sure your cat is safe, 
keep the cat and dog separated when you aren’t at 
home.


